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God|S Garden

Preschool and | Child Develjopment Center

August 17, 2020

Dear Families,

Attached you will find an updated version of our Parent Handbook. Some changes
have been made to the program, policies and procedures at God’s Garden
Preschool. This handbook supersedes earlier handbooks that have been provided
to parents as well as any statements made by employees of God’s Garden
Preschool. Please set aside time to read the materials outlined in the new
handbook so you will become familiar with the early childhood program, policies
and procedures at God’s Garden Preschool.

Please return the Parent Handbook Acknowledgement by Friday, August 21,
2020.

If at any time we can be of assistance to you or your family, please feel free to
contact us by telephone, in person or schedule an appointment. We look forward to
hearing from you and hope that you will become active in the program. It is our
goal to build a positive relationship with each God’s Garden family.

Warm Regards,
Wictelle Rhodes
Michelle Rhodes, PhD
Director

God’s Garden Preschool

480-460-0081
directorgodsgarden @horizonchurch.com

www.godsearden.com

For the latest news, "Like" us on Facebook!



We Participate in Quality First

Quality First — a signature program of First Things First — partners with child care
and preschool providers to improve the quality of early learning for kids birth to 5.
Quality First funds quality improvements that research proves help children thrive,
such as training for teachers to expand their expertise in working with young
children and coaching to help providers create learning environments that nurture
the emotional, social and academic development of every child.

Currently more than 900 childcare centers, homes and preschool programs in
communities across Arizona participate in Quality First. All of these programs are
licensed and regulated but participating in Quality First is voluntary. These
programs are committed to quality improvement, going beyond regulatory
requirements to help the infants, toddlers and preschoolers in their care be ready
for success in school and beyond.

First Things First supports childcare and preschool programs enrolled in Quality
First with:
« Coaching to build on what’s great about a program and identify
opportunities to improve
« Funding for the purchase of educational materials, equipment and other
resources
« Financial support for teachers and caregivers to gain expertise in early
childhood and how to nurture the development of young children
« Specialized assistance from a team of experts in child health, mental health
and supporting children with special needs

o Quality First Coach provides periodic visits or as needed to provide
professional development and guidance of staff to implement
developmentally appropriate best practice in settings and relationships

o Child Care Health Consultant conducts periodic visits or as needed
to provide health and safety technical assistance, education and
resources. The CCHC can observe, advise, provide professional
development, refer to community services and provide technical
assistance to our staff.

o Smart Support Early Childhood Mental Health Consultant:
provides periodic visits or as needed to provide professional
development and guidance of staff to insure the social-emotional
needs of students, parents and staff are being addressed and met.



Quality early learning settings
help children develop crucial skilis like motivaton,

self-control, focus and self-esteem

ik
Quality Child Care Helps Kids Thrive

Why Quality Matters

* 90% of a child’s brain develops before age 5. The positive, nurturing
relationships young kids have with adults — from parents to childcare and

early learning professionals — shape their learning now and throughout their
lives.

* Parents are their child’s first and best teachers, and a large number of
children in Arizona spend their day learning from other adults, whether in
regulated early childhood settings — such as childcare centers, home-based
programs or preschools — or informal childcare with family, friends or
neighbors.

* No matter the setting, quality matters for infants, toddlers and preschoolers.
Quality early learning settings help children develop skills — like emotional
regulation, motivation, self-control, focus and self-esteem — that are crucial
to their success now and once they enter school.

WE PARTICIPATE IN

QUALITYFIRST v}s

= FIRST THINGS FIRST

QualityFirstAZ.com
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God|[S Garden

Preschool and | Child Development Center

PARENT HANDBOOK ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Date:

L , acknowledge receipt of the

God’s Garden Parent Handbook. I understand it is my responsibility to read and
understand the contents of this document. This updated Parent Handbook
supersedes earlier versions that have been provided to me by God’s Garden as well

as any statements made by employees of God’s Garden.

Signature: Date:

Note to parents: If you should have any questions or require clarification in
regards to the Parent Handbook please feel free to contact the Director at 480-460-

0081 or directorgodsgarden @horizonchurch.com.
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God rs Garden

Preschoo| and | Child Development Center

PARENT COMMITMENT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Date:

L

, acknowledge that I am

responsible for completing 5 hours of Volunteering at God’s Garden Preschool

during each school year. These hours may be completed in a variety of ways

including, but not limited to:

Signature: Date:

volunteering in the classroom

planning and assisting with special events, including Transportation Day
volunteering at Transportation Day

serving on the Parents Committee or any subcommittees

serving as a Classroom Parent Representative




